
 

 

Active Travel Plan for Greenbrae School 

About Us  

Greenbrae School is situated on Greenbrae Crescent in Aberdeen. Greenbrae School serves the Bridge of 

Don area of Aberdeen City. The school roll is currently 432 pupils. We have an 80-place nursery and 14 

primary classes. Greenbrae has cycle/ scooter racks situated at the front and side of the school. There are 

lots of fantastic walking and cycling routes to our school and a park and stride car park situated at the local 

church which we would like to encourage more people to use.  Greenbrae School is served by the First Bus 

1B route which stops on Greenbrae Drive at the end of Greenbrae Crescent. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is an Active Travel Plan 

The Active Travel Plan for Greenbrae Primary School is a document which aims to create a safer, healthier, 

and more sustainable environment for our pupils, families, and the community. It is a working document, 

which will be reviewed and updated regularly to remain current. By promoting active travel opportunities 

such as walking, cycling, and public transport, we can enhance the wellbeing of our students while fostering 

a sense of responsibility towards the environment. 

Aims of the Active Travel Plan: 

• Provide information to pupils, parents/carers & staff on access to Greenbrae by 

walking/wheeling/public transport. 

• Encourage staff and students to travel to school by sustainable/active means, where feasible. 

• Reduce barriers and increase the incentives to active travel for as many as possible. 

• Support pupil health, wellbeing and safety. 

 



Why is it Needed? 

Curriculum Links 

 “Learning through health and wellbeing promotes confidence, independent thinking and positive attitudes 
and dispositions. Because of this, it is the responsibility of every teacher to contribute to learning and 
development in this area.” Building the Curriculum 1  

Aligned with the Curriculum for Excellence, our Active Travel Plan emphasises the importance of health 

and wellbeing and encourages the development of essential life skills among our pupils. Key outcomes 

include: 

• Understanding the human body and maintaining health. 
• Risk assessment and personal safety. 
• Emergency response skills. 
• Safe travel practices 

 
Current Issues  

 
Hands up Survey September 2024 Greenbrae Primary School 

The decline in active travel among children in Scotland, particularly in walking and cycling to school, raises 

significant concerns about health, safety, and environmental impact.  

 
In Greenbrae Primary School the majority of students (51.46%) are driven to school, indicating a strong 
reliance on cars for transportation. The second most common mode of transport is walking, with 34.22% of 
students opting for this method. Both cycling (3.98%) and scooting/skating (4.24%) are less common, 
indicating potential areas for promoting active transportation among students. Park and Stride accounts for 
4.24% of students, suggesting that work can be done to promote our Park and Stride options.  

When surveyed (September 2024), parents/carers/the local community noted that the safety of walking or 
cycling to school is mainly impacted by: 

• Heavy traffic congestion during school drop-off and pick-up times. 
• Unsafe parking around the school during drop off and pick up times, specifically parking on the pavements, 

parking on double yellow lines and double parking with other cars. 
• Lack of safe pedestrian and cycling routes leading to the school (narrow, overgrown or poorly lit pathways) 
• Limited awareness of sustainable travel options among students and families. 
• Concerns regarding the safety of crossing roads near the school. 

 

By raising awareness about the benefits of active travel, and collaborating with parents, schools, and local 

authorities we aim to work towards increasing the number of children who travel to school by active means.  



Action Plan  

Objective: To improve safety and accessibility for students and parents/carers during drop-off and pick-up 

times, reduce parking congestion, and enhance overall traffic management around the school. 

Action When Who Success measures 

Community Awareness Campaign: Launch an educational 

campaign targeting parents to raise awareness about safe 

parking practices, the dangers of double parking, and the 

importance of not parking on pavements or at junctions. 

Active Travel Education Program: Incorporate lessons on 
the benefits of active travel and road safety into the 
curriculum. 

Family Engagement: Organise information (e.g., leaflets, 
emails, newsletter) for families on safe travel practices and 
the importance of walking/cycling/taking the bus to school. 

Codes of Conduct: creation of ASG Codes of Conduct for 
drivers/parking across all schools in the Oldmachar ASG.  
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council  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ASG 

Partnership 

Forum/HTs 

Observe less 

dangerous parking 

during school drop off 

and pick up times. 

 

• Conduct at least one 
travel awareness 
event (e.g., walk to 
school week) each 
term and analyse 
results. 

Incentivising Active Travel through rewards programmes for 

the pupils in school such as: 

Active travel weeks: Designate specific weeks throughout 

the school year as "Active Travel Weeks." Actively participate 

in national or local initiatives. During these weeks, students 

are encouraged to walk, cycle, or use other active modes of 

transport to get to school. We will track participation and 

reward classes or individuals with the highest engagement 

through incentives such as certificates, extra break time, or 

other prizes. 

Travel Challenges: Organise travel challenges where 

students compete to see who can log the most active travel 

days over a set period (e.g, a month). Create a display to 

track the progress and encourage friendly competition. 

2024-

2025 

session 

Pupil council Increase in numbers 

of pupils travelling to 

school using active 

travel by 20% by 

September 2025. 

 

Decrease congestion 

during peak times. 

 

• Conduct at least one 
travel awareness 
event (e.g., walk to 
school week) each 
term. 

 

Pupil Council to create tips for active travel: Display these 

tips in formats such as leaflets, emails, posters or banners.  

By 

Christmas 

2024 

Pupil council 

 

Parent 

council 

 

Banner to be 

displayed at front of 

school. 

 

Leaflets, emails or 

posters shared with 

parents and wider 

community.  



 

 

Liaise with local authority.  

• Install Safe Crossings: Work with the local council to 
suggest pedestrian crossings at critical points around the 
school. 

• Bicycle Racks: Increase the number of secure/ weatherproof 
bike racks to encourage cycling. 

Pathway Enhancements: Advocate for improvements to 

existing sidewalks, ensuring they are wide enough and in 

good condition. Improve street lighting along the path to/from 

Seaview Park. Work with the council to: 

- Clear overgrown areas that obstruct visibility at crossings. 

- Ensure pavements are gritted during icy conditions. 

Advocate for stricter enforcement of parking regulations: 

including fines for parking on pavements and at junctions. 

2024-

2025 

session 

Pupil council 

 

Parent 

council  

 

SMT  

 

Local 

authority  

Increase in available 

bike shelters at 

school. 

 

Paths being better 

maintained around 

the school. 

 

Presence of traffic 

wardens around busy 

times to discourage 

people from 

dangerous parking.  

Promote Park and Stride options and use of Public 

Transport services: Emails to parents, social media posts, 

leaflets created by pupils, discussions with pupils in class  

2024-

2025 

session 

Pupil council 

 

Parent 

council 

 

Class 

teachers  

 

Increase in numbers 

of children using the 

Park and Stride 

option.  

 

Set up JRSO (Junior Road Safety Officers). 2024-

2025 

session 

JRSO Co-

ordinator  

 

P6 pupils 

Raised road safety 

awareness. 

 

JRSO to lead section 

of assembly. 

 

• JRSO to run road 

safety competition. 

Continue bike initiatives such as Bikeability and Play on 
Pedals (ELC) to ensure all pupils can ride a bike by P7. 

 

2024-

2025 

session 

Class 

teachers  

 

PSA 

 

SMT  

 

Nursery staff 

Children being more 

confident when riding 

their bikes or 

scooters, therefore 

an increase in the 

amount doing so for 

the commute to 

school.  



Impact Increased safety awareness of adults, leading to improved parking behaviour resulting in a 
safer journey to school for all children and reducing the risk of accidents. 

Improved health and well-being for children. Children will be more aware of the benefits of 
physical activity.  

Increase community engagement by collaborating with the local authority, local residents and 
ASG schools.  

Reduced traffic congestion. 

 

Conclusion 

The Active Travel Plan for Greenbrae Primary School represents a commitment to fostering a healthier, 

safer, and more sustainable travel culture within our school community. By engaging students, families, and 

local authorities in this initiative, we will empower our pupils to make informed choices about their travel 

options, contribute to their wellbeing, and embrace the principles of sustainability. 

 


